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Philippians 3:20, “For outitizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly waittfer Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ.” - NKJV

The Greek word translatednversation in the KJV and translatetitizenship in the NKJV as well

as in other translations, i\tevpo (readspoliteyma). The literal and immediate translation of this
word iscitizenship. It fits the context and we will consider it, ibinthe correct one, the more correct
one.

J.B. Lightfoot is among the greatest New Testar®@eek scholars. In his Commentary to the
Greek text of Philippians, he renders the ideasnokthis passage as follows: “In heaven we have
even now our country, our home; and from heaveadfr we look in patient hope for a deliverer,
even the Lord Jesus Christ...”

The idea behinditizenship was very well known to the Christians in Philipppiexplains the use of
the term here.

For example, it would mean a lot to speak of citstep to an American, an lItalian or a citizen of
any other free and rich western country. But mayt b®uld not mean much to people who are
forced to flee from their native countries and thogtizenship.

The Philippians must have enjoyed a good treatimesitde the Roman Empire, so they knew the
implications and importance of Roman citizenshifiie a peaceful and free life. Not everyone
who lived within the boundaries of the Roman Empiael the privilege to be a citizen.

So, Paul's analogy perfectly fits the context amg@lies a very deep meaning, strongly remind the
reader where their true home and country is andfaoWwetter and more important are the
privileges of thecitizenship of heaven.

Paul was a Roman citizen. This granted him a diffee of treatment when authorities dealt with
him. In Acts 22:28, we read: “And the commandemaared, "l acquired this (Roman) Citizenship
(Greek:moteiag) with much money." And Paul said, "But | was barnitizen.”

The same Greek word is also found in Ephesians fifizh reads in the KJV, “That at that time
ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commealth €itizenship) (Greek:molreia) of
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of prgrhiséng no hope, and without God in the world.”

Roger M. Smith is Professor of Government at Yahéversity. He writes about the American
Citizenship.

“What does it mean to say, "l am an American citiZeThe law supplies dry technical answers: the
statement means that one falls under a constiltmmstatutory category conferring full
membership in the American polity. [...] Yet in sagithese words, most Americans surely mean to
express more than their juridical status undeonatilaw. They are professing their sense of
belonging to a unique nation, with a heritage @agideeds and tragic flaws, a shining set of ideals
vast resources, and a singularly commanding ancdéimg position in today's world. For many

the sentence is also a revelation of their senselgfof who, for better or worse, they feel
themselves to be at the deepest emotional levehsltthen, much more than a merely legal
meaning. It is at bottom a statement of politicad personal identity that evokes complex,
powerful, and often contradictory ideas and semisiefor Americans and non- Americans alike.”



It would be quite educational if, in the above sewces, we change the word “American” for
“Christian.”

Being a citizen of a nation requires obligations, #lso gives rights and privileges.
How do you become a citizen?

»  Birth right is the most common and natural way
In the New Covenant of Grace, we enter into thelfaaf God through the New Birth.

John 3:3, “Jesus answered and said unto him, Vewrlyly, | say unto thee, except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

John 1:11-13, “He came unto his own, and his oweived him not. But as many as received him,
to them gave he power to become the sons of &ed,to them that believe on his name: Which
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of thedte nor of the will of man, but of God.”

1Peter 2:9-10, “But yare a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an hetipm, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praisesmf\uho hath called you out of darkness into his
marvellous lightWhich in time pastvere not a people, bure now the people of God: which had
not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.”

Let's take a quick look at some of the implicatiafiur citizenship in heaven.
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Among the obligations of a citizen are,
» Know and obey the law
We, as Christians, must know and obey the Wordaaf.G
James 1:22 “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearerg,aiéceiving your own selves.”

Matthew 7:24, “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings oénaind doeth them, | will
liken him unto a wise man, which built his housemija rock”

In any Country, whether you know the Law or noisiyour problem, not your Government’s.
That Law is still in force and binding. And, in adgcent country, keeping the law will cause
you and your community nothing but good.

The wonderful thing about the Kingdom Laws is ttiety are based on love!

Matthew 22:36-40, ‘Master, whichis the great commandment in the law?

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thg @ith all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind. This is the first and greaimmandment. And the secorsdike unto it,

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On theasecommandments hang all the law and the
prophets.”

John 13:34-35 “A new commandment | give unto you, That ye laree another; as | have
loved you, that ye also love one another. By thalsall men know that ye are my disciples, if
ye have love one to another.”

John 14:23 “Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man meeghe will keep my words: and
my Father will love him, and we will come unto hiemd make our abode with him.”

» Speak the language

We speak a language of wisdom, through the teac@mdgguidance of the Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 2:13 “Which things also we speak, not in the wordsalhnan's wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comgaapiritual things with spiritual.”

We must speak a language of truth.

Ephesians 4:25“Wherefore putting away lying, speak every mautttiwith his neighbour: for
we are members one of another.”



We speak the language of the Gospel, speakingcohodiation with God through Christ.

1 Thessalonians 2:4"But as we were allowed of God to be put in tnwgh the gospel, even so
we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, whicthtdat hearts.

Titus 3:2, “To speak evil of no man, to be no brawldng, gentle, shewing all meekness unto
all men.”

James 4:1] “Speak not evil one of another, brethren.”

1 Peter 3:1Q “For he that will love life, and see good days,Him refrain his tongue from evil,
and his lips that they speak no guile.”

» Pay taxes

How can we expect a country to be well organizeddy to respond to its citizens’ needs,
defends his borders, build a strong economy witlteuditizens paying their taxes?

The same question applies to the church. We magytamt different opinions about the amount
of this contribution, but the Word gives us goodigations about it.

Malachi 3:8-12, “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. Busgy, Wherein have we
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.”

But we cannot think our contribution can be limitednoney. These days, for some people it
would be too easy.

If we follow the saying: “time is money”, we canderstand how simple it is to show love to
God by dedicating the best of our time to him.

God wants the best of us. It is so natural to gite him if we realize how much God loves us
and how much we owe to him.



0N EAER
APPSO

A citizen has also privileges and rights. For Gfaiss they are so many, that almost all the New
Testament should be quoted here to number them.

We have
» Become children of God

Ephesians 1:5“Having predestinated us unto the adoption oldcen by Jesus Christ to
himself, according to the good pleasure of his.Will

1 John 3:1, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hathdwestl upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God”

» Eternal life

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave higydrdgotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have eatig life.”

» The Holy Spirit in us

Galatians 4:6 “And because ye are sons, God hath sent fortSpié of his Son into your
hearts, crying, Abba, Father.”

» Direct access to God

Hebrews 10:19 “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enttr the holiest by the blood
of Jesus”

John 16:23 “Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whatsoever yeadlhask the Father in my name,
he will giveit you.”

» Sins forgiven

Colossians 2:13-14 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircsioni of your flesh,
hath he quickened together with him, having forgiyeu all trespasses; Blotting out the
handwriting of ordinances that was against us, wkias contrary to us, and took it out of the
way, nailing it to his cross;

» Peace

Romans 5:1 “ Therefore being justified by faith, we have peadh @ od through our Lord
Jesus Christ.”



John 14:27 “Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto:ymt as the world giveth, give |
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neitle¢iitlbe afraid.”
> Joy

Romans 15:13“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and @ee in believing, that ye may
abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost

» Hope

2 Thessalonians 2:16'Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, esanFather, which
hath loved us, and hath givaseverlasting consolation and good hope throughejrac

» Freedom

John 8:36 “If the Son therefore shall make you free, yelldbafree indeed.”

Galatians 5:1, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewithriShhath made us free, and be
not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.”
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Sincewe live far from Heaven with right it is written of us, that on this damve are strangers and
pilgrims.

1Peter 2:11- “Dearly beloved, | beseeglou as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshéydu
which war against the soul.”

Our life here is only temporary, but our home iraen will be eternal.

2Corinthians 5:1 — “For we know that if our earthly housetbis tabernacle were dissolved, we
have a building of God, an house not made with aeernal in the heavens.”

Hebrew 13:14- “For here have we no continuing city, but wekseee to come.”
In this world we represent Jesus, like Ambassadgmesent their home countries in foreign lands.

2Corinthians 5:20— “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as thdimd did beseecgjou by
us: we prayou in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.”

Ephesians 6:20- “For which | am an ambassador in bonds: thatthd may speak boldly, as |

ought to speak.”

We have been granted the greatest of all the pges, to be called the sons and the daughters of
God. Such position requires serious commitmentieéocause of the Kingdom of God.



